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which was taken down in the form of a minute in the
still existing records of First Army Headquarters;

" The situation is not favourable.   The Fifth Army
is held up in front of Verdun and the Sixth and Seventh
in front of Nancy-Epinal.   The retreat of the Second
Army behind the Marne is unalterable: its right wing,
the VII. Corps, is being forced back and not voluntarily
retiring.   In consequence of these facts, all the Armies
are to be moved back: the Third Army to north-east of
Chalons, and the Fourth and Fifth Army, in conjunction,
through the neighbourhood  of  Clermont-en-Argonne
towards Verdun.   The First Army must therefore also
retire in the direction Soissons-Fere-en-Tardenois, and
in extreme circumstances perhaps farther, even to
Laon-La F&re.    (Lieut .-Colonel Hentsch drew the ap-
proximate line to be reached by the First Army with a
bit of charcoal on the map of Generalmajor von Kuhl3
Chief of the Stafi.)   A new Army was being assembled
near St. Quentin, so that a fresh operation might be
begun.   General von Kuhl remarked that the attack
of the First Army was in full swing and that a retreat
would be a very delicate operation, especially as the
Army was in an extremely exhausted condition and its
units intermingled.   To  this  Lieut .-Colonel Hentsch
replied that there was nothing else to be done; he ad-
mitted that, as the fighting stood at the moment, it
would not be convenient to retire in the direction ordered
and better to go straight back to behind the Aisne with
the left flank at least on Soissons.   He emphasized the
fact that these directions were to remain valid regard-
less of any other communications that might arrive
and that he had full powers/'

It must be repeated that information of such a kind,
throwing an entirely different light on the whole situa-